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The Purdue-Amelia 
Connection
• 1934: Waldorf-Astoria conference
• A shared vision
• President Elliott’s offer

o Counsel women students
o Advise fledgling aeronautical 

engineering program

Earhart and Purdue president Edward 
Elliot, holding a model Electra 



Amelia  at Purdue

• Summer 1935: a 50% increase 
first-year women enrollment 
before ever setting foot on 
campus



Purdue Research Foundation’s Role
 afaasdf

• Lockheed Electra 10E – The “Flying 
Laboratory”

• PRF’s Amelia Earhart Fund for 
Aeronautical Research



Toward Howland . . . “Everything okay.” a



The Plan
 a



“We are on the line 157 
337.”

• Use of “terminator” 
calculation at sunrise (line 
between day and night)

• Moves across face of earth 
at predictable rate, 90º to 
sun

• Sun rose at 67 degrees
• Luck: line of position roughly 

perpendicular to current 
course



Salvation?
“Ship is on a reef south of the 
equator.” – heard on short 
wave radio in Rock Springs, 
Wyoming in days after 
disappearance.



US Navy, Coast Guard and 
Pan Am Radio Bearings

“Two Eight One North 
Howland call KHAQQ”



Finding Evidence
• 1938 – New Zealand airstrip 

assessment
• 1938-1945 – Phoenix Island 

Settlement Scheme (British 
Commissioner Gerald 
Gallagher)

• 1988-present TIGHAR (Ric 
Gillespie)



Eyewitness account (2003)

• Emily Sikuli
• Daughter of skilled laborer 

for Phoenix Island 
Settlement Scheme

• Recounts clear recollection 
of plane debris on reef



Osteological Evidence

• 1940 discovery of bones
• 2018 reassessment

(Washington Post, 3/7/18)



Brass eyelet

Woman’s blucher oxford 
with brass eyelets and 
replacement heel (mfg’d
in US in mid-1930s)



1930’s medicine vial

“uca Pharmacy”

(Amelia lived in Toluca 
Lakes, CA)



Taraia Object
Taraia Object Zoom-In






Title, Franklin Gothic Italic 43
Subhead, Franklin Gothic 22
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Taraia Object Project
How did the Electra become the Taraia Object?

Reported objects on Nikumaroro, from TIGHAR image, 2016



19









Phase I Remote Sensing
• Magnetometer Survey
• Side-scan Sonar Survey
• Sub-bottom Profiler Survey

Phase II Target Identification
• Establish Baseline (50 m)
• Hydro-probe to test burial depth of object
• Dredge operations





Site Recordation
• Record all exposed features 
• Video/photograph site
• All dredged sediment to be 

bagged and screened at 
surface





July 2nd announcement was the largest single-
day earned media announcement in Purdue 
history, surpassing the April 8, 2025 Total 
Solar Eclipse. 

July 2: 2,740 media placements
Potential Reach: 3.5 billion
To date: 4,850 media placements (and 
counting)



Lives strong in our canon of Victories and Heroes . . .



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_m54B7zGnyk
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